WINSLOW  UNION, 


EDWIN  J.  FRENCH,  PRINTER,  WINSLOW. 


fo  tl)e  ^5insfott>  plural*  g>anitarp  ^luf^orifp. 


Winslow,  Feb.  ioth,  1895. 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  to  you  my  Report  of  the  sanitary  state  and  history  of  1894. 

If  you  will  look  at  Table  A,  you  will  see  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  129  ;  this  is  more  than  last 
year,  but  not  more  than  the  average  of  the  last  twelve  years.  The  infant  mortality  was  24,  as  against  19  last 
year. 

Influenza  played  a  small  part  in  the  mortality,  though  not  altogether  absent  in  the  district. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  Pulmonary  diseases  were  registered, — a  decrease  of  ten  on  last  year. 

The  death  percentage  was  16.7  per  1000, — about  the  general  average  of  rural  England. 

I  give  below  the  last  9  years’  death  rate,  with  the  Zymotic  death  rate  also. — 

Tear.  Total  No.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1886  ...  142  ...  ...  18 

1887  ...  117  ...  ...  12 

1888  ...  125  ...  ...  4 

1889  ...  140  ...  ...  6 

1890  ...  131  ...  ...  4 

1891  ...  146  ...  ...  10 

1892  ...  152  ...  ...  5 

1893  ...  113  ...  ...  6 

1894  ...  129  ...  ...  12 

The  increase  in  the  Zymotic  deaths  was  due  to  the  fact  that  whooping  cough  was  prevalent,  and  was 
answerable  for  7  deaths.  This  and  measles — though  not  so  much  dreaded — are  answerable  for  more  deaths  as 
a  rule  than  the  more  formidable  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria. 

We  have  not  been  inflicted  with  measles  this  year  to  any  extent. 

Let  me  congratulate  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  entire  absence  this  year  of  typhoid  fever,  with  the 
exception  of  one  doubtful  case,  and,  as  this  is  pre-eminently  a  sewage  and  drain  fever,  it  would  be  unfair  not  to 
draw  distinct  attention  to  the  fact. 

Scarlet  fever  on  the  other  hand  has  been  too  frequent  with  us.  In  January  several  cases  were  reported  in 
East  Claydon.  The  children  went  to  Middle  Claydon  School  in  the  Buckingham  District,  where  there  was  an 
epidemic,  and  no  doubt  the  infection  came  from  tltfere.  The  prevention  of  scarlatina  in  our  agricultural  district 
is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as,  indeed,  it  is  anywhere.  It  is  certainly  favoured  by  unhealthy  surroundings. 
I  will  give  one  instance  which  came  under  my  notice  and  which  is  very  impressive.  At  a  certain  milk  walk  in 
London,  scarlatina  broke  out  in  every  house  supplied  by  a  Company,  and  mark,  only  in  those  particular  houses 
supplied  by  them,  missing  the  houses  supplied  by  other  Companies  ;  of  course  there  was  a  commotion,  Vestry 
Meetings  were  called  and  the  Company  summoned  before  them.  One  farm  was  suspected  because  scarlatina 
was  known  to  be  near  it.  I  thoroughly  investigated  the  farm  time  after  time,  examining  the  cows,  the  milker’s 
hands,  the  water  used  for  washing  tins  &c.,  but  failed  to  discover  the  source  of  infection.  Still  the  disease 
went  on  in  London,  and  it  was  found  it  abated  when  the  milk  supply  from  this  farm  was  withheld.  This  milk 
was  sent  to  the  other  side  of  London,  and  the  same  thing  happened.  Those  supplied  with  it  in  certain  houses 
became  infected.  The  suspected  milk  supply  was  stopped  altogether,  and  then  only  the  epidemic  abated. 
If  anything  was  further  needed  to  show  the  easy  transmission  of  infection  by  milk  this  would  be  conclusive. 
But  what  a  loss  to  the  farmer,  who  at  any  time  may  have  the  whole  of  his  milk  thrown  on  his  hands. 

There  were  two  or  three  cases  of  scarlatina  at  Little  Horwood  in  April,  which  was  imported  into  Mursley. 
It  was  probably  brought  to  Little  Horwood  from  London  by  a  child  who  had  been  visiting  there. 

In  Whaddon  several  cases  occurred  from  June  onwards.  How  the  disease  originated  it  is  impossible  to 
say  ;  manv  of  the  inhabitants  accuse  their  neighbours  of  importing  the  disease,  which,  on  their  part,  is  always 
strenuously  denied.  The  schools  were  eventually  closed,  but  whether  scarlatina  is  effectually  stamped  out  in 
that  village  is  still  doubtful. 


Grandborough  has  not  been  Jess  fruitful  than  usual  in  necessarily  calling  attention  to  its  sanitary  condition. 
In  June  a  child  died  from  diphtheria,  and  two  or  three  other  cases  were  markedly  of  a  diphtheritic  type. 
Throughout  the  year  children  were  ill  with  sore  throats  in  the  village,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  atten¬ 
dants  and  of  myself  they  were  not  truly  diphtheritic.  As  soon  as  the  Local  Government  Board  offered  to 
investigate  such  cases  if  scrapings  from  the  tonsils  were  sent  up,  I  submitted  some  to  them.  The  answer  was 
inconclusive  as  the  bacillae  were  dead.  Since  then  the  disease  seems  to  have  run  its  course  in  the  village.  I 
may  here  remark  that  the  Local  Government  Board  are  most  kindly  prompt  and  attentive  in  the  bacteriological 
research  of  specimens  sent  to  them.  They  telegraphed  an  immediate  answer  as  to  some  scrapings  I  have  sent 
since  from  another  village,  and  which  was  certified  as  full  of  diphtheria  bacillae.  I  say  this  as  the  Standard 
remarks  that  the  L.G.B.  have  not  had  much  submitted  to  them  so  far  for  research. 

The  drainage  of  Grandborough,  which  has  been  repeatedly  reported  as  bad,  is  still  under  discussion,  and  a 
plan  has  been  drawn  up  by  a  Committee,  which  I  hope  will  be  carried  out. 

The  Local  Government  Board  sent  a  request  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  summer  to  furnish  them 
with  details  as  to  what  had  been  done  with  regard — (ist) — to  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  (2nd) — 
to  the  Winslow  Drainage,  and — (3rd) — the  Water  Supply, — all  of  which  had  been  mentioned  as  unsatisfactory 
in  my  last  Annual  Report.  Indeed,  the  whole  public  water  supply  of  Winslow,  as  you  know,  has  been  condemned. 
It  was  hoped  that  that  the  Analyst  would  report  favourably  on  the  specimens  sent.  Instead  of  blessing,  he 
cursed  it.  The  Sanitary  Authority’s  answer  was  that  the  water  supply  and  drainage  so  far  had  been  severely 
left  alone.  I  was  able  to  report  that  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  was  improved,  as  out  of  the  many 
cottages  condemned  in  1892,  with  few  exceptions,  they  have  been  either  pulled  down  or  rebuilt.  One  or  two 
have  been  condemned  this  year,  and  the  Inspector  and  I  travelled  over  the  district  at  the  time  to  make  the 
Special  Report.  Some  cottages  at  Grandborough  and  one  or  two  other  villages  are  still  in  bad  condition,  but 
at  any  rate  they  are  better  than  no  roof  at  all,  which  is  the  only  other  alternative,  as  more  cottages  are  wanted. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  made  at  Stewkley,  and  various  improvements  carried  out,  a  list  of  which  the 
Inspector  will  kindly  furnish  for  the  better  completion  of  my  Report. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  F.  VAISEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary  of  Work,  from  Jan.  1st,  to  Dec.  31st,  1894. 


No.  of  Nuisances  reported  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

,,  Notices  and  letters  served  to  abate  the  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  and  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Ditto  fumigated  and  cleansed  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  Ditto  defective  water  supply  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

,,  Public  pumps  and  water  supplies  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  New  privies,  pail  closets  and  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

,,  Public  sewers  extended  in  six  parishes, — 825  yards. 


Private  drains  extended  in  seven  parishes, — 540  yards. 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed  and  trapped 
New  connections  made  to  public  sewers 
New  houses  erected ... 

Ditto  partly  erected... 

Fish  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food, — 2  cwt. 

Lodging  house  (not  registered)  inspected  and  reported  on 
Slaughter-houses  reported  on,  and  alterations  made  to  comply  with  bye-laws 

WILLIAM  WISE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Surveyor . 
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